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It was a beauti-
ful and clear 
early morning 
aboard the 
flagship cara-
vel Santiago, it 
was the Sun-
day of Easter, 
just as the sun 

was rising on the horizon of the 
ocean sea. With the San Cristo-
bal and the Santa Maria de la 
Consolación, the expedition had 
left Puerto Rico one month be-
fore. 
Juan Ponce de León, 
first governor of 
Puerto Rico, had re-
ceived the special 
mission from King 
Charles V to discover 
new islands nor-
thwestward. 
Land sighted! Land 
sighted! Yes, it was this land that 
is now the United States of 
America. On April 2nd Juan 
Ponce de León landed at a spot a 
little to the north of the present 
site of St. Augustine. He found 
the new discovery particularly 
gorgeous and as it was the Easter 
festival of la Pascua Florida 
(Blooming Easter), he named it 
La Florida. 
107 years before the Pilgrims, 
Catholic Spain discovered what 
would be the United States of 
America and planted the cross of 

our Savior in the Floridian sand. 
In 2013, we will celebrate the 
500th anniversary of the planting 
of the Cross in the country. This 
should be a great time to engrave 
in our memory. 
As a matter of fact, we are pre-
paring a first pilgrimage from 
Sanford to Saint Augustine. This 
event should be renewed every 
year from Ash Wednesday to the 
first Sunday of Lent. Liturgy 
governs the rhythm of Catholic 
life. Juan Ponce de León proved 

it; a pilgrimage to the 
first Cross planted in 
the country at the be-
ginning of Lent is cer-
tainly a good choice. 
 

With the coming of 
Advent and Christmas, 
the holy liturgy of the 
Catholic Church intro-
duces us again to the 

mystery of the Incarnation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: God 
made man for the salvation of 
mankind. We know God 
through Him, by Him and with 
Him. This mystery is a mystery 
of poverty and humility. Keep 
Christmas Catholic, far away 
from the “Santa Claus Circus”. 
 

The whole community of San-
ford, priests and seminarian wish 
you a merry Christmas, God 
bless you. 

Father Marc Vernoy, Prior 

Fr. Marc Vernoy 

Juan Ponce de LeónJuan Ponce de LeónJuan Ponce de León   
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The sea-
son of 
A d v e n t 
c l e a r l y 
shows us 
that Our 
Lord is 
the center 
of the 
w h o l e 
w o r l d ’ s 
h i s t o r y , 

which begins with the expecta-
tion of His coming with mercy 
to redeem us, and shall end with 
His coming with glory to judge 
mankind. Reading through the 
various liturgical texts which the 
Church uses during these four 
weeks it is evident Holy Mother 
Church intends to have us share 
the spiritual disposition of the 
Old Testament Patriarchs and 
Prophets of Israel who looked 
forward to the Advent of the 
Messiah in His twofold coming 
of grace and glory. 
The antiphons, hymns and 
psalms are filled with the re-
membrance of the fall of the first 
man, and of the miserable state 
of humanity before the Redemp-
tion. God willed that mankind 
should feel the depth of his mis-
fortune throughout many long 
centuries after his fall, in order 

that, turning towards the prom-
ised Savior, he would hope in 
Him alone. On going over the 
parts of the Masses and Office 
of Advent, one cannot fail to be 
impressed by the  repeated and 
urgent appeals to the coming 
Messiah: “Come, delay no long-
er.” This “Veni” is repeated on 
every page of the Liturgy during 
these four weeks and always 
takes us back to the time when 
Our Lord was not yet born. 
Each year during Advent, we see 

passing before our eyes the Pa-
triarchs and Prophets, but espe-
cially Isaias, St. John the Baptist, 
and Mary and St. Joseph. God 
hears their prayers, and yielding 
above all to the wondrous beauty 
of the Virgin Mary’s soul, whose 
Immaculate Conception is cele-
brated during this season, He 
sends the Angel Gabriel to ask 
her consent to the great mystery 
of the Incarnation. All the hopes 
of those who looked for the 
Messiah are centered in Mary, 
for on her Fiat depends the sal-
vation of the world, and she will-
ingly  and humbly accepts. The 

THE SPIRITUAL AND DOCTRINAL 

IMPORTANCE OF ADVENT 

Fr. Louis Alessio 

“All the hopes of those who 

looked for the Messiah are 

centered in Mary” 
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idea of Advent is that we may 
better prepare ourselves for the 
coming of  Our Lord at each 
feast of Christmas; and that is 
the reason why the very urgent 
appeals of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets, which God was unable 
to resist, are put in our mouth in 
this holy sea-
son. 
Thus being 
well prepared 
for the com-
ing of mercy 
during Ad-
vent, our souls 
will likewise 
be prepared 
for the com-
ing of justice, 
s o  t h a t 
“ r e c e i v i n g 
with joy the 
Son of God 
when He 
comes as our 
Redeemer, we may also receive 
Him without fear when He 
comes as our Judge” [Collect for 
the Christmas Vigil]. Because the 
first coming of Our Lord is only 
intended to prepare us for the 
second coming of the Son of 
Man at the end of the word, the 
Liturgy of Advent describes to 
us, especially on the First Sunday 
of Advent, the scene of the Last 
Judgment.  It will be terrible for 
the wicked, but full of joy and 

consolation for the just. 
The Liturgy of Advent aims at 
every generation of baptized 
Christians to play its part in the 
divine plan of mercy and justice. 
Therefore, at this time of year we 
should yearn sincerely, lovingly, 
even impatiently for our Savior’s 

twofold com-
ing; preparing 
well to receive 
Him into our 
hearts and 
souls for His 
merciful ad-
vent at the 
joyful feast of 
Christmas, to 
better dispose 
us for His ad-
vent of justice 
as our su-
preme Judge 
on the day of  
Judgment.  
And from afar 

let us in union with Holy Mother 
Church adore Him as our Sover-
eign King: “Come, let us adore 
the King, Who is about to 
come.” This supernatural dispo-
sition of faith, hope and love 
which we sinners bear towards 
our loving Redeemer fully sums 
up the whole spirit of the season 
of Advent in view of our glori-
ous union with Him in the eter-
nal beatitude of heaven. 

Father Louis Alessio 
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As the 
beautiful 
feast of 
C h r i s t -
mas ap-
proaches, 
all around 
we can 
see the 
w o r l d 
preparing 
for one 

of its great feasts.  It was the 
practice of the early Church to 
annex the pagan feasts by giving 
them a Christian meaning, now 
the world is reversing the pro-
cess and destroying Catholic 
feasts by giving them a pagan 
significance.  The feast of Christ-
mas is being made into an orgy 
of materialism.  Who will stop 
this if not the Catholics whom 
our Lord chose to be “in the world 
but not of the world”?  They will do 
this only by returning to the 
Catholic understanding of this 
feast of Christmas.  God has giv-
en man an infinite capacity for 
happiness that only He is infinite 
to fill, and He offers Himself to 
men at Christmas.  This is what 
we must try to appreciate if we 
are to enter into the true mean-
ing of this feast. 
  “What is God?”  This 
is the question the young St. 

Thomas Aquinas asked a bewil-
dered teacher.  This is the ques-
tion that consumed his life, and 
it should also consume our lives. 
God is the great mystery for 
which we were created, a mystery 
which we will never fully under-
stand even in heaven.  He is the 
Supreme Being, the sovereign 
Creator, the last end of all things.  
Yet He is at the same time most 
intimate to us; even on the natu-
ral level He is constantly in us 
preserving our existence, and on 
the supernatural level sanctifying 

grace makes us partake in His 
very life.  This is a great paradox: 
God is sovereignly transcendent, 
but absolutely immanent; He is 
at the same time the closest to us 
and the farthest from us. 

God’s sovereignty and 
intimacy: these are the two con-
traries which are united in God, 
a union which we cannot under-
stand, but which we must keep – 
we cannot divide God.  We can-
not ignore His supremacy, His 
transcendence, for to do so is to 
rob Him of His divinity and the 
adoration which is His due.  Nor 
can we forget His intimacy; to do 

THE NATIVITY – GOD MADE VISIBLE 

Father Anthony Haynos 

“He is at the same time the 

closest to us and the farthest 

from us” 
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this is to leave the ground ripe 
for despair.  We must believe in 
the union of the two, and in this 
lies the beautiful truth.  Under-
standing what God is, how high 
He is, and realizing that He 
should condescend to make 
Himself so close to us is the 
beauty of our religion. 

If understanding this 
mystery is im-
possible, we can 
still see some-
thing of it 
through its ef-
fects.  It is the 
cause of what we 
ce leb ra te  a t 
Christmas: that 
almighty, infinite 
God should love 
His sinful crea-
tures so much as 
to become one 
of them.  What is 
God?  The an-
swer to this 
question of ques-
tions is suddenly 
much easier.  At 
the nativity God became visible.  
Look at Him then, think about 
Him there, and you will under-
stand something of what He is.  

Do not divide Him though; even 
in the crib this helpless infant 
remains sovereign.  Contemplate 
this truth, for it is at the center of 
our faith. 

Finally, turn to Mary, the 
only creature to be at the source 
of this mystery.  She has entered 
into this union of God made 
man more intimately than any 

other creature 
ever has, more 
than any other 
creature ever will.  
She understands 
the inability of 
our minds to 
grasp this incred-
ible truth, and 
there is nothing 
she would love 
to do more than 
to teach us about 
the love which 
consumed her 
life, the love of 
God for men.  
Behind her ban-
ner, which is the 
Son she holds 

aloft, a sign of contradiction, we 
shall arrive at the true under-
standing of Christmas. 

Father Anthony Haynos 
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Saint Thomas More Academy needs your help! We are holding a Jog-a-

thon this spring for the 2013 school year. The Jog-a-thon will be on 

Tuesday, February 12, 2013. All will participate (young and old, 

priests, staff, and students) by running or walking around a one-

eighth mile track for one hour. You can sponsor them by lap or one-

time donation. An added benefit—your generous donation will be 

tax deductible for 2013! 

STM Academy, just like other schools, feels the adverse effects of the 

poor economy. Current tuition and fundraising fall gravely short of 

the costs of running and maintaining our facility. Our underpaid but 

not underappreciated teachers often reach into their own pockets to 

outfit their classrooms and students with the tools necessary for 

learning. 

Our Jog-a-thon goal this year is $30,000. Please help us raise these 

very necessary funds to support our school. We appreciate anything 

you can give toward this endeavor…every bit helps. 

Please call the school at 407-872-1007 to find out how to increase or 

possibly double your pledge with a CORPORATE MATCHING SPON-

SORSHIP. Please contact us at stma.office@gmail.com for more de-

tails. 

There are two ways to contribute: 

ONE-TIME DONATION BY CHECK 
Insert your one-time payment by check, 

made out to STM Academy, and return it 

together with this form in an envelope to 

the address listed below. 

PLEASE CHECK THE DONATION AMOUNT BE-
LOW: 
$20.00 $60.00 $100.00 

$30.00 $70.00 $200.00 

$40.00 $80.00 $300.00 

$50.00 $90.00 Other__ 

PLEDGE A FIXED AMOUNT PER LAP 
We will send you an invoice based on the 

number of laps completed, multiplied by 

the amount you pledged per lap. One lap 

equals one-eighth of a mile. 

PLEASE CHECK THE PER-LAP AMOUNT BELOW: 
$0.50  $3.00  $15.00 

$0.75  $4.00  $20.00 

$1.00  $5.00  $25.00 

STM Academy’s 2013 JogSTM Academy’s 2013 JogSTM Academy’s 2013 Jog---aaa---ThonThonThon   

The name of the jogger you are sponsoring _____________________________________ 

The name of the sponsor (your full name) _____________________________________ 

Your street address __________________________________________________________ 

City State Zip code __________________________________________________________ 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Saint Thomas More Academy 

RETURN TO: Saint Thomas More Academy, 500 Riverview Ave. Sanford, FL 32771 
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ORLANDO 
St. Thomas More Church, priory and 
school 
550 Riverview Avenue 
Sanford, FL 
(407) 872-1007 
st.thomasmore.priory@gmail.com 
www.sspxflorida.com 

  
Mass Times 

Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 

Friday 
First Friday 

Saturday 

  
  
9:00 am 
7:30 am 
7:30 am, 11:30 am, 6:00 pm 
7:30 am, 6:00 pm 
7:30 am, 11:30 am, 6:00 pm 
6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 
8:30 am 

MIAMI 
Shrine of St. Philomena 
1621 SW 6th Street 
Miami, FL 
(305) 644-1400 / (305) 758-7724 
friendsofstphilomena@gmail.com 
www.shrineofsaintphilomena.com 

  
Mass Times 

Sunday 
Monday 

Friday 
Saturday 

  
  
9:30 am 
7:00 am 
7:00 pm 
10:00 am 

DAVIE 
Our Lady of Victory Church 
4580 SW 65th Avenue 
Davie, FL 
(954) 792-3162 

  
Mass Times 

Sunday 
Monday 

Friday 

  
  
5:00 pm 
8:00 am 
6:00 pm 

FORT MYERS 
Our Lady Queen of Angels Chapel 
376 Prospect Avenue 
Fort Myers, FL 
(239) 694-8755 

  
Mass Times 

Sunday 
Saturday 

  

  
  
8:00 am 
5:00 pm 
(call to verify times) 

WEST PALM BEACH 
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Chapel 
4827 Coconut Road S. 
Lake Worth, FL 
(561) 308-7959 

  
Mass Times 

Sunday 

  
  
12:00 pm 

Florida Chapels Served by the SSPX 

For more information, see www.sspx.org 
Donation price $2 

mailto:st.thomasmore.priory@gmail.com
http://www.sspxflorida.com
mailto:friendsofstphilomena@gmail.com
http://www.shrineofsaintphilomena.com
http://www.sspx.org

