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Priestly Society of Saint Pius X 

Saint Thomas More Priory 

 

Sanford, Friday, 27 March 2020 

 

Dear Those to Whom God Has Entrusted Our Welfare: 

 

On behalf of the priests and faithful of Saint Thomas More Priory, Church and Academy, and of its Floridian Missions in 
Brooksville, Davie, Fort Myers, Jacksonville, Miami, Miramar Beach and West Palm Beach, we wanted to take this opportunity 
to reach out and thank you for your ongoing efforts during this time of trial, and to ensure you of our continued prayers and 
support.  
 
Following the guidance of the Seminole County Public Schools, we immediately suspended Academy classes and started 
implemented distance learning after only a one-day hiatus.  We rapidly communicated to our faithful the mitigation of their 
obligation for regular Sunday Mass attendance, and reiterated our common duty to be solicitous for the welfare of our most 
vulnerable neighbors.  Traditional blessings for the sick and prayers in time of pestilence are being offered every day after Mass.  
However, while we believe in miracles, it is far from our intention to tempt God by relying on one.   
 
Accordingly, the number of Masses streamed over the internet has been increased to better comfort those faithful who must 
remain home, and we have also taken several steps to reduce transmission risk for our faithful still coming to Saint Thomas 
More Church.  For instance, we have multiplied the number of Sunday Masses while decreasing their length, to ensure there are 
fewer people at each Mass – who are spending less time together.  We have modified our liturgy to minimize physical interaction 
between the priest and altar servers during Mass, and enhanced the sanitary precautions taken by priest before and after the 
distribution of Holy Communion.  Confessions are now being heard outside, to allow greater spacing between waiting penitents 
and to minimize contact with the confessor.  Church cleanings have increased in frequency and thoroughness.   
 
Having thus far been able to offer continued spiritual sustenance to our faithful without, to the best of our knowledge, any cases 
of the novel coronavirus among our priests or faithful, we particularly appreciate your prudence in not rushing to simply close 
churches and your discretion in not treating religious services just like any other social gathering.  The benefit of this prudence 
and discretion is not just spiritual; in our pastoral experience we find time and time again that a body with a peaceful, hopeful 
soul heals – or stays healthy – much more easily than one with a troubled soul.  
 
While we hope for a speedy resolution to this pandemic and the resumption of the normal routine of daily life, we appreciate 
that things may get worse before getting better and stand ready to do our duty as citizens and comply with future directives.  If 
it becomes necessary to contemplate the limitation of religious services, we also freely offer our time and insight to help craft 
any such limitations in a manner best maximizing effectiveness while minimizing disruption. 
 

Thank you again for your prudent stewardship.  May God bless your untiring efforts, and those of all our elected officials. 

 

In the Hearts of Jesus and Mary, 

 

Father Marc Vernoy, Prior 
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